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Abstract 
Trichilemmoma is a benign cutaneous tumor originating from the outer root sheath of hair follicle. We 

report the dermoscopic features of a case of trichilemmoma. Dermoscopy revealed white structures, 

hemorragic areas on an erythematous background with dots vessels and rare hairpin vessels. 
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Introduction 

Trichilemmoma is a benign cutaneous tumor originating from the outer root sheath of hair 

follicle. Dermoscopic characteristics of Trichilemmoma have been rarely reported; Hence we 

report dermoscopic features of a case of trichilemmoma.  

 

Case report 
A 68 -year-old healthy man with no medical history presented with a 3-months history of an 

asymptomatic, slow growing papule on the upper lip without history of trauma .Physical 

examination revealed a 5 mm smooth, skin-colored, dome-shaped papule. (Fig 1A). 

Dermoscopic examination of the lesion revealed white structures, hemorragic areas on an 

erythematous background with dots vessels and rare hairpin vessels . (Fig 1B). 

Surgical excision was made with histologic examination showed a tumor proliferation in the 

superficial dermis in contact with the epidermis. It was made up of basaloids cells in the 

periphery and clear central cells without atypi (Fig 2).Diagnosis of trichilemmoma was 

established, and CBC was ruled out. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: A: 5 mm smooth, skin-colored, dome-shaped papule/ B: Dermoscopic findings: white structures, 

hemorragic areas on an erythematous background with dots vessels and rare hairpin vessels 
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Fig 2: histologic examination: A tumor proliferation in the 

superficial dermis in contact with the epidermis, made up of 

basaloids cells in the periphery and clear central cells without 

atypi. 

 

Discussions 

In 1962, Headington and French first described 

trichilemmoma as a benign neoplasm with differentiation 

toward pilosebaceous follicular epithelium [1], or outer root 

sheath.  

It usually occurs on the face, ears, and neck but can also 

occur on forearms and hands. 

Recently, Horcajada-Reales et al. [2] have reported the 

dermoscopic characteristics of trichilemmoma: the red iris-

like structures (radial peripheral linear vessels with distal 

thickening, taking on a triangular form); reflective whitish 

areas surrounding those vessels; and central hyperkeratotic 

masses (the latter 2 already described by Lallas et al.) [3]. 

Than Lozano-Masdemont et al. described peripheral linear 

vessels arranged radially in a triangle formation, hairpin 

vessels surrounded by reflective whitish areas, and a central 

crusted and hyperkeratotic area [4]. Our case has the same 

description as Lozano in terms of doted and hairpin vessels, 

whereas we didn’t find Horcajada-Reales description 

especially the red iris-like structures. 

We aim to emphasize that the dermoscopic examination can 

be an extremely valuable and noninvasive tool in the 

orientation of diagnosis of a trichilemmoma. Histologic 

analysis remains key to confirm the diagnosis. 
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